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Common Sense is the nation's 

leading nonprofit organization 

dedicated to improving the lives 

of kids and families by providing the 

trustworthy information, education, 

and independent voice they need 

to thrive in the 21st century.

MISSION STATEMENT



Rate/Educate/Advocate



A Powerful 
Platform 
Leveraging our reach and 
impact to drive systemic change

Common Sense 
Media

92M users per year

Common Sense 
Education

560K educators
50% of U.S. schools

Common Sense 
Research

3.5B impressions

Common Sense 
Kids Action

Advocates in all 50 states
18K actions taken

Updated : 1/19/18



Helping 
families make 
smart choices 
in the digital 
world

RATE



Ratings 
& Reviews

Movies | TV Shows | Books | Games | Apps | +

RATED FOR: Age, quality, and learning, based 

on child development guidelines
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Content Grid

A short guide to all the essential information that 

parents need to make a decision quickly — or manage 

a decision that's already been made
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Themes & 
Topic Tags

Cars and trucks Magic and fantasy Princesses 
and fairies

SuperheroesAdventures

Music and 
sing-along

32
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Talk to Your Kids 
About ...
Each review offers discussion starters 

and offline activity ideas to help families 

think about and extend the messages 

and content of the media they consume.

9



Parent advice on raising 

kids in a digital world

Parent
Advice
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Research

3.5B 
IMPRESSIONS
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#0to8 
@CommonSense



NATIONALLY-REPRESENTATIVE 
SAMPLE OF 

1,454 
PARENTS OF CHILDREN AGES 0-8

Methodology

• Third wave – 2011, 2013, 2017

• Probability-based sample
• Conducted January –

February 2017

• Offered in English and Spanish

• Track changes over time
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Source: The Common Sense Census: 
Media Use by Kids Age Zero to Eight (2017)

On Average, Kids 
Spend 2:19 a Day 
With Screen Media.

Among families of 
0- to 8-year-olds, average amount 
of screen time spent daily with 
each device:
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SINCE 2013, THE AMOUNT OF 
TIME YOUNG KIDS SPEND ON 
MOBILE DEVICES HAS 

TRIPLED 
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Source: The Common Sense Census: 
Media Use by Kids Age Zero to Eight (2017)

Amount of 
Screen Time is 
the Same  
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The digital divide is  smaller, 
but still substantial. 
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Source: The Common Sense Census: 
Media Use by Kids Age Zero to Eight (2017)

Access to 
Mobile Devices 
Nearly Universal
Percent of 0- to 8-year-olds with:

#0to8 
@CommonSense



Source: The Common Sense Census: 
Media Use by Kids Age Zero to Eight (2017)

74% of Lower-
Income Families 
Have Internet 
Access at Home
Among families of 
0- to 8-year-olds, percent that:
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Source: The Common Sense Census: 
Media Use by Kids Age Zero to Eight (2017)

Access to 
Mobile Devices 
Nearly Universal

Among families of 
0- to 8-year-olds, percent that:
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ON AVERAGE, KIDS FROM LOWER-
INCOME FAMILIES SPEND 

1:39 MORE
WITH SCREEN MEDIA EACH DAY 

THAN KIDS FROM HIGHER INCOME 
FAMILIES
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Source: The Common Sense Census: 
Media Use by Kids Age Zero to Eight (2017)

Parental 
Concerns About 
Media, by 
Race/Ethnicity, 
2017
Among parents of 0- to 8-year-
olds, percent who:
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Source: The Common Sense Census: 
Media Use by Kids Age Zero to Eight (2017)

Parent Views of 
Media Effects
Among parents of 0- to 8-year-
olds who use screen media, 
percent who say their child’s 
media use helps/hurts 
the child’s:
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All About That Balance

Physically healthy 
and sleeping enough? 

Source: "New screen time rules from the American Academy of Pediatrics," Sonia Livingstone

Ask yourself — is the child:

Pursuing interests and 
hobbies (in any form)?

Connecting socially with family 
and friends (in any form)?

Having fun and learning in 
their use of digital media?

Engaged with and achieving 
in school?



Set Yourself Up For Success

What are best practices around digital media and devices ?

●Use books and music

● Think about your own tech use

●Video-chat with long-distance family and friends

● Play with your baby and kids

●Avoid Background TV

●Use privacy settings



Be Choosy



Look for apps, TV shows, and movies with positive messages and educational value.

ABCs and 123s



Be the training wheels



We Can Help!

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/brainfeed-educational-videos-for-kids
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/brainfeed-educational-videos-for-kids
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/brainfeed-educational-videos-for-kids


T

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/media/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/media/Pages/default.aspx


Device-Free Zones and Times



Common Sense Media is recognized by the American Academy of Pediatrics 

as the credible source for families to evaluate age-appropriate media.
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Waiting Room Poster Age-based Media Use Advice

New Baby Tip Card



Connect with us 

@commonsensemedia

@CommonSense

commonsenseorg

Sign up today for our
tips and updates. 

Tell your school about our 
digital citizenship curriculum.

Tell

Resources for Support
commonsensemedia.org



Thank You
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